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City Club Civic Health 

By a show of hands… 

1. Did you vote in the last election? 
 

2. Do you discuss politics with family and 

friends? 
 

3. Do you contact public officials? 
 

4. Are you a member of the City Club? 



Illinois Civic Health 

Do you vote 
(2014) 

 

Do you discuss politics 
(2013) 

 

Do you contact public 

officials 
(2013) 

41% 

United States Elections Project, Corporation for National and Community Service 

27% 

11% 



70% 



“ Above all things 

I hope the 

education of 

the common 

people will be 

attended to. ” 

 

 

Thomas Jefferson 



4 OF 10 

States with no 

civics requirement 

 

Healy, 2014 

CIRCLE, 2014 

1 OF 10 
Students who take 

no civics course 



Quality Civic Education Works 

Builds 21st Century Skills 

• News literacy 

 

• Economic knowledge 

 

• Working with others 

 

• Support for minorities rights 

 

• Willingness to work hard and obey the law 

 

• Voting 

Torney-Purta and Wilkenfeld, 2009 



SIX Key Ingredients 

1. Classroom instruction 

 

2. Discussion of current events and 

controversial issues 

 

3. Service-learning 

 

4. Extracurricular activities 

 

5. Student participation in school governance 

 

6. Simulations of democratic processes 
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 GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP INITIATIVE 



Click the image to open the video in a new window 

http://youtu.be/PUkMoxshpvE






Click the image to open the video in a new window 

http://youtu.be/ZPvL_TpL5Ys


Illinois 

Task 

Force 

On 

Civic 

Education 

 UPDATE 

 



Illinois 

Task 

Force 

On 

Civic 

Education 

Require a civics course 
 

Revise Social Studies 

standards 
 

Require a service learning 

project 
 

Align teacher certification 

requirements with best 

practices 
 

Provide quality 

professional development  
 

Involve students in the 

election process 

 



State group pushing to overhaul civic education 
By Diane Rado 

Chicago Tribune 

 
D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 4  

            ith a few adjustments, the classroom at Bartlett High School became 

            a political stage, with a lectern, microphone and students debating 

over taxes, education, guns and same-sex marriage. 

 

The seniors in civics teacher Larry Pahl's class had studied the stances of the 

main candidates in the Illinois governor's race and were arguing those 

views. 

 

The exercise, built around knowledge of current events and politics, is one 

that Pahl hopes can be replicated statewide, as part of a proposed overhaul 

of civics education in Illinois that would transform how students are taught, 

make civics a high school requirement, and require teens to do community 

service by the end of both eighth and 12th grades. 

 

Considered marginalized in an era of high-stakes testing in reading and 

math, civics is gaining attention as a state-appointed task force of 

lawmakers, educators and advocacy groups pushes reforms to bring the 

subject to prominence in the public school curriculum. 

 

 

W 





Click the image to open the video in a new window 

http://youtu.be/S4A3yFa31Ho
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