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ABOUT THE PARTNERS
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CITIZENSHIP
At the National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC), we believe  

everyone has the power to make a difference in how their commu-

nity and country thrive. 

of our nation’s civic life. We continuously explore what shapes 

 

 

ROBERT R. MCCORMICK FOUNDATION
 

 

helps develop citizen leaders and works to make life better in our 

communities. The Foundation was established as a charitable 

trust in 1955, upon the death of Colonel Robert R. McCormick, 

Chicago Tribune. The  

with more than $1 billion in assets.

Use your smart phone to:
Download the 2012 Illinois  

Civic Health Index

COVER PHOTOS :

museum on the First Amendment.

and hope that this will become an annual tradition!



INTRODUCTION
This year, in partnership with the National Conference on Citi-

zenship (NCoC), the Robert R. McCormick Foundation is pleased 

 

 

 

exited or remain enrolled in our state’s educational system, that is  

 

The McCormick Foundation has worked with NCoC to examine 

lack of data available about the civic vitality of our communi-

America’s Civic Health Index was published. NCoC now produc-

America,” on an annual basis in partnership with the Corporation 

-

nered with NCoC to release an Illinois Civic Health Index

Chicago Civic Health Index

 

-

 

-

and trust in others and major institutions like media, schools,  

Illinois Millennials are ranked 23rd 
for volunteering

23rd
51

Participation in Formal/Informal Volunteering, 2011

Work with Neighbors to Fix a Community Problem

1

21%

2%

21%

4%
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The Findings

-

 

-

-

-

-

to their national peers.) 

likely to eat dinner with family members a few times a week or 

 

-

83%83%

29% 34%

7% 11%

Illinois Legend USA
A Few Times a Week or More Often

Social Connectedness, 2011

Eat with other 
Household Members

Exchange Favors 
with Neighbors

Talk to Neighbors

2

See or Hear from Friends or Family, 
Whether In-Person or Not

82%84%
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Shaping Lifelong Citizens

-

The McCormick Foundation’s work focuses on three essential 

 

opportunities for youth to hone their civic skills in their schools 

and communities.

Guardian of  

Democracy report are the foundation of this work. These practices 

-

 

connection to school and the community;; authentic student voice 

democratic structures and processes.

 

 

communities, they are more likely to continue to be active and 

informed citizens into adulthood.

 

political participation, and social connectedness.

Trust and Confidence, 2011

44% 50%

Trust People in your Neighborhood 
(most or all of the people)

2

Illinois Millennials are 
ranked 19th for trusting 
all or most of their neighbors

Illinois Millennials are 
ranked 32nd for having 
a great deal or some 
confidence in corporations 

Illinois Millennials are 
ranked 38th for having 
a great deal or some 
confidence in public schools

Illinois Millennials are 
ranked 13th for having 
a great deal or some 
confidence in the media

32nd
51

13th
51

38th
51

19th
51

Confidence in Corporations Confidence in Media

67%

62%

Confidence in Schools

88%
87%

A Great Deal or Some Confidence
Illinois USA

64%

64%

Political Action, 2011
Illinois USA

Illinois Millennials are ranked 47th 
for voting in local elections all or 
most of the time

47th
51

Illinois Millennials are ranked 13th 
for discussing politics a few times 
a week or more

13th
51

2

Contact Public Officials

Vote in Local 
Elections

Buy or Boycott 
based on Values

9%

9%

Discuss Politics with
Family and Friends

5%
6% 21%

25%

30% 35%

Express Opinions about 
Political or Community 
Issues on the Internet 

8% 9%
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CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

State and Local Partnerships

America’s Civic Health Index

Alabama

Arizona
Center for the Future of Arizona

California
California Forward

 

Connecticut

Florida

 

 

Georgia

Illinois
Citizen Advocacy Center

McCormick Foundation

Indiana

 

 Foundation 

Kentucky
 

 

Maryland

Common Cause-Maryland

Maryland Civic Literacy Commission

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Missouri

New Hampshire

New York

 

North Carolina

NC Campus Compact

 

Ohio
 

Oklahoma

Oklahoma Campus Compact

Pennsylvania

National Constitution Center

Texas

Virginia
 

 Madison’s Montpelier

Chicago
McCormick Foundation 

Miami

 

Miami Foundation

Seattle

Twin Cities Millennials Civic Health Index

STATES

C I T IE S
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C IV IC HEALTH INDICATORS WORK ING GROUP 

Justin Bibb
 

Harry Boyte
 

and Citizenship

John Bridgeland

Conference on Citizenship

Nelda Brown
 

 

Kristen Cambell
 

National Conference on Citizenship

Jeff Coates
 

Doug Dobson
 

David Eisner
 

National Constitution Center

Paula Ellis
 

Maya Enista Smith

William Galston
 

 

Stephen Goldsmith

 

 

 

Robert Grimm, Jr.

 

of Maryland

Lloyd Johnston

 

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg
-

Peter Levine
 

 

Chaeyoon Lim
 

Mark Hugo Lopez
 

 

Sean Parker
Co-Founder and Chairman of Causes on 

Kenneth Prewitt
 

 

Robert Putnam

Revival of American Community 

Thomas Sander

 
 
David B. Smith

Citizenship

Heather Smith

Max Stier
 

Michael Stout
 

Kristi Tate
 

National Conference on Citizenship

Michael Weiser
Chairman,  

National Conference on Citizenship 

Jonathan Zaff
 

Ilir Zherka
 

on Citizenship




