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The McCormick Foundation's Civics Program seeks to improve access 

to quality civic education and engagement opportunities in Chicagoland

for youth ages 12-22. 

The Civics Program pursues this vision by delivering content and services 

that serve youth and teachers; funding organizations that improve civic 

education and engagement; and by advocating for policy changes which 

impact the civic education system. 

Through this work, the Civics Program aims to provide Chicagoland youth 

with the knowledge, skills and opportunities that are essential to lifelong 

civic engagement.



Barbara Johns & the student protest at Moton
Danielle Estler, Professional Development Manager
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Plaintiffs' Exhibits: Photograph filed in Dorothy E. Davis, et al. versus County School Board of Prince 
Edward County, Virginia, Civil Action No. 1333 Record Group 21 Records of the District Courts of the United 
States, 1865 - 1991 National Archive and Record Administration Mid Atlantic Region (Philadelphia)
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“Some of the boys in the vocational 

program visited the shop at the white 

school and came back telling us how nice 

their whole school was...I remember 

thinking how unfair it was. I thought 

about it a lot in bed that night, and I was 

still thinking about it the next day.”

- Barbara Johns



Photo of student leaders at Moton
Virginia Center for Digital History – Massive 
Resistance.



Protest sign from student strike
Reproduction based on original seen in as seen in a 
photo in the Richmond News Leader on April 30, 
1951



Lesson Plan Demonstration
Kyle Hickman
Wheaton Warrenville South High School/Teacher Advisory Council
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http://www.teachersdomain.org/



Discovery Trunks
Danielle Estler, Professional Development Manager



Object-Based Learning

“The use of objects is key to providing experiences for engaging multiple 

intelligences”

“Using an object engages the senses, which increases interest and leads 

to individuals creating a personal connection to the learning.” 

“The use of objects in inquiry helps make an abstract idea concrete.”

Guided Inquiry: Learning in the 21st century

Carol Collier Kuhlthau, Ann K. Caspari, Leslie K. Maniotes



Discovery Trunks are available to middle school and high school 

teachers who are looking for innovative ways to bring their curriculum -

and the stories of those who have struggled to help define freedom - to 

life. 

Themed Discovery Trunks feature artifact reproductions and multimedia 

in kits that illuminate the lives of historical figures such as Barbara Johns, 

Sojourner Truth, Abraham Lincoln, Alice Paul and Frederick Douglass.

The Discovery Trunk experience provides students with a unique 

opportunity to engage in hands-on, object-based learning. 



Matthew Lyon 
Sequoyah 
Sojourner Truth 
Abraham Lincoln 
Frederick Douglass
Eugene Debs 
Alice Paul 
Mary Tsukamoto
Barbara Johns 
Ronald Reagan



“Se-Quo-Yah” lithograph reproduction
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division 
Washington, D.C.[LC-USZC4-2566]

Reproduction of a page of The Cherokee Phoenix VOL. 1, 
No. 48 February 11, 1829
Purchased from The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
Vonore, Tennessee.



Carte de Visite Sojourner Truth
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, 
Washington, D.C. [LC-USZ62-119343]

"Signature" of Sojourner Truth,
Reproduction of signature accessed on 
sojournertruth.org



Portrait of Douglass
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division 
[LC-DIG-cwpbh-05089].

Fugitive slave sheet music (cover)
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division 
[LC-USZ62-7823].



Penn[sylvania] on the picket line, 1917.
Women of Protest: Photographs from the Records of the National Woman's Party, Manuscript Division, 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. [mnwp.160022]

Reproduction Jailed for Freedom Pin
Purchased from the Framingham Historical Society and Museum



Executive Order posted.
Reproduction based on San Francisco, California. Exclusion Order posted at First and Front Streets 04/11/1942
ARC Identifier 536017 / Local Identifier 210-G-A39 Item from Record Group 210: Records of the War Relocation 
Authority, 1941 - 1989

Packing canvas with family number
Reproduction based on original in on-line exhibition "A More Perfect Union: Japanese-Americans and the U.S. 
Constitution."  Accessed at http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/experience/index.html





Some ideas on how to use in your classroom:

• Use Discovery Trunks before or after a Freedom Express visit. 



The Freedom Express is a 45-foot mobile museum that tells the story of our First Amendment 
freedoms of speech, religion, petition, press and assembly through artifacts and award-winning, 
computer-based interactive exhibits.

One of the exhibits on the Freedom Express, Freedom For All? features artifacts that help tell the 
story of several historical figures who asserted their First Amendment rights in a struggle to define 
freedom in the United States. Featured individuals in the exhibit include Sequoyah, Martin Luther 
King, Mary Tsukamoto, Sojourner Truth, Alice Paul, and Eugene Debs.
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WWW.FreedomProject.US



Some ideas on how to use in your classroom:

• Use Discovery Trunks before or after a Freedom Express visit

• Connect one or more Discovery Trunks around a theme

• Create student projects through web quests or research projects

• Make connections to current and controversial issues

• Use primary sources and/or works of art to extend the theme



Where to find digitized primary sources and works of art:

Library of Congress American Memory http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html

National Archives DocsTeach http://docsteach.org/

National Archives Online Exhibits http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/

National Archives Digital Vaults http://www.digitalvaults.org/

National Archives Our Documents http://www.ourdocuments.gov/

Smithsonian Collections Search Center http://collections.si.edu/search/

Harper’s Weekly Text, Illustrations and Cartoons http://www.harpweek.com/

Museums, Presidential Libraries, National Park Service, Historical Sites…

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/
http://www.digitalvaults.org/
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Some ideas on how to use in your classroom:

• Use Discovery Trunks before or after a Freedom Express visit

• Connect one or more Discovery Trunks around a theme

• Create student projects through web quests or research projects

• Make connections to current and controversial issues

• Use primary sources and/or works of art to extend the theme

• Create your own Discovery Trunk!



Questions?



Small Group Activity

How might you use discovery trunks in your own classroom? 

What connections might you make between discovery trunks?

How might you create your own extensions to a discovery trunk?

What new discovery trunk would you like to create?


