American Government

BILL WRITING PROCESS:  Submit one copy to Ms. Daneels, and another to our classroom Rules Committee representative for approval before the Rules Committee.  The written bill is a two-page document.  The first page provides general background information.  The second page contains the bill text and is considered to be the heart of the bill.  The Rules Committee will start accepting bills on Tuesday, February 26th.

1ST PAGE: The framework for this portion of the assignment has been placed in your issue group folder.

I. Primary Sponsors: List the issue group members.  Place an ‘R’ for republican and ‘D’ for democrat after each name. Type in size 14.     

II. Secondary Sponsors: List any representatives who support the bill.  It is recommended that secondary sponsorship be obtained from all classes. Bipartisan support is desirable.   Include elected leadership whenever possible.  This section should be accompanied by a completed Secondary Sponsor Signature Form.  Type in size 12 or 14.  Secondary sponsors are not necessary for initial approval before the Rules Committee.

*this section will probably be incomplete when you submit your bill to the Rules Committee.  This can be filled in as the week progresses.  The final copy of the first page, complete with all secondary sponsors is due on Wednesday, March 5th.

III. The Synopsis: A short description of the bill.  In one sentence, what will your bill do?  Type in size 18 and Bold.

2ND PAGE OF THE BILL: One Page in Length Only!

I.  Enacting Clause: One sentence statement that states the intention of the bill.  This section also identifies your bill as either a State or Federal law. "An act concerning a FEDERAL OR STATE LAW(in caps) to..."

II. Bill Content: Begin this section with the following statement: HB#___ will... (abolish, create, change, modify, institute, establish etc.).  If appropriate, consider including the following information: 

1.   How much will your bill cost? 

2. How will your bill be funded?

3. When will your bill become law?  Please specify a date.  Full session ends on April 30, 2008, so laws may take effect from April 31, 2008 forward.

4. What specific steps are involved in implementing your bill, or basically, what needs to happen so that your law is enforced?

5. What constitutional issue at stake? 

6. Which executive department will implement your bill?

A.  Agriculture.
B.  Commerce.


C.  Defense. 
D.  Energy.


E. Health and Human Services

 

F.  Homeland Security

    G. Housing and Urban Development

H. Interior

I.  Justice.



J. Transportation.
K. Treasury.



L. Veteran’s Affairs.
M.  Education


7. Are there any other details that clarify your proposal?          

III.  Definitions and Explanation of Terms: (optional) There may be terms and ideas in the bill content section that need further clarification.

NOTE:  Do not make ‘I’ or ‘we’ statements and avoid statements that refer to the ‘government’. The bill sets forth the proposal for change.  The justification for the change (research evidence) should appear in your position paper, not in the bill itself.

