BRIEFING A SUPREME COURT CASE

In this assignment you will have the opportunity to study a Supreme Court Decision, analyze its effects on U.S. citizens and culture, and then offer your own opinion on the case. The class will be divided into groups and each group will assume the role of the Supreme Court. Each person in the group will be one of the justices on the court. The assignment is designed to strengthen your written and oral communication skills as well as your critical thinking and problem solving skills.

Follow the directions listed below. The assignment must be typed. It is worth 30 points. Due:

Please retype the question in bold print before you answer it. One group paper is required for questions 1-5. Individual answers for question  #6. Staple all papers together.

Date:






Class Period

Names of group members (circle the leader’s name):

State the title and date of the case: 

Part I Background: (15 pts.)
1. State the issue of the case in question format. For example: Is voluntary  prayer in public schools a violation of the First Amendment provisions for the separation of Church and State? 

2.   Summarize the facts of the case. Include: who; what; when; where; and why for each side. 


Side A:

Side B:

3. State the decision reached by the Supreme Court. How did each Justice vote?
Part II Analysis: (10 pts.)
4. Summarize the reasoning the Supreme Court used to reach its decision. Be sure to cite specific provisions from the Constitution or Bill of Rights. 

5. What is/was the impact of this case on society?

Part III Personal Opinion: (5 pts.)
6.Assume that you are a member of the Supreme  Court that rules in this case. State your opinion on the case. Use specific provisions from the Constitution to support your argument. Be sure to write in  the third person. Individual grade for this part of the assignment only.  Group shares the grade for the rest of the project.

When you have completed the assignment, staple this paper to your work as a cover sheet..

Court Cases:  
list of topics and cases will be given depending on interest of the class and current   


events
Web sites:

http://supct.law.cornell.edu.supct/
http://www.oyez.com
www.landmarkcases.org
www.billofrightsinstitute.org
www.firstgov.gov
